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FARM SECURITY AND RURAL
INVESTMENT ACT OF 2002

[As Amended Through P.L. 107-195, June 16, 2002]

% % % % * * *

TITLE II—CONSERVATION

Subtitle A—Conservation Security

SEC. 2005. [16 U.S.C. 3801 note]l REFORM AND ASSESSMENT OF CON-
SERVATION PROGRAMS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Agriculture shall develop a
plan to coordinate land retirement and agricultural working land
conservation programs that are administered by the Secretary to
achieve the goals of—

(1) eliminating redundancy;
(2) streamlining program delivery; and
(3) improving services provided to agricultural producers

(including the reevaluation of the provision of technical assist-

ance).

(b) REPORT.—Not later than December 31, 2005, the Secretary
of Agriculture shall submit to the Committee on Agriculture of the
House of Representatives and the Committee on Agriculture, Nutri-
tion, and Forestry of the Senate, a report that describes—

(1) the plan developed under subsection (a); and
(2) the means by which the Secretary intends to achieve
the goals described in subsection (a).

% % % % % % %

Subtitle B—Conservation Reserve

SEC. 2101. CONSERVATION RESERVE PROGRAM.
* * * * * * *

(b) [16 U.S.C. 3831 note] STuDY ON ECcoNOMIC EFFECTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 18 months after the date
of enactment of this Act, the Secretary of Agriculture shall sub-
mit to the Committee on Agriculture of the House of Represent-
atives and the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and For-
estry of the Senate a report that describes the economic and so-
cial effects on rural communities resulting from the conserva-
tion reserve program established under subchapter B of chapter
1 of subtitle D of title XII of the Food Security Act of 1985 (16
U.S.C. 3831 et seq.).

(2) COMPONENTS.—The study under paragraph (1) shall in-
clude analyses of—

(A) the impact that enrollments in the conservation re-
serve program have on rural businesses, civic organiza-
tions, and community services (such as schools, public safe-
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ty, and infrastructure), particularly in communities with a
large percentage of whole farm enrollments;

(B) the effect that those enrollments have on rural pop-
ulation and beginning farmers (including a description of
any connection between the rate of enrollment and the inci-
dence of absentee ownership);

(C)d) the manner in which differential per acre pay-
ment rates potentially impact the types of land (by produc-
tivity) enrolled;

(i1) changes to the per acre payment rates that may af-
fect that impact; and

(iii) the manner in which differential per acre payment
rates could facilitate retention of productive agricultural
land in agriculture; and

(D) the effect of enrollment on opportunities for rec-
reational activities (including hunting and fishing).

Subtitle F—Other Conservation
Programs

SEC. 2507. [43 U.S.C. 2211 note] DESERT TERMINAL LAKES. 25071

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subsection (b), as soon as prac-
ticable after the date of enactment of this Act, the Secretary of Ag-
riculture shall transfer $200,000,000 of the funds of the Commodity
Credit Corporation to the Bureau of Reclamation Water and Re-
lated Resources Account, which funds shall—

(1) be used by the Secretary of the Interior, acting through
the Commissioner of Reclamation, to provide water to at-risk
natural desert terminal lakes; and

(2) remain available until expended.

(b) LIMITATION.—The funds described in subsection (a) shall not
be used to purchase or lease water rights.

Subtitle G—Conservation Corridor
Demonstration Program

SEC. 2601. [16 U.S.C. 3801 note] DEFINITIONS.
In this subtitle:

(1) DELMARVA PENINSULA.—The term “Delmarva Penin-
sula” means land in the States of Delaware, Maryland, and Vir-
ginia located on the east side of the Chesapeake Bay.

(2) DEMONSTRATION PROGRAM.—The term “demonstration
program” means the Conservation Corridor Demonstration Pro-
gram established under this subtitle.

(3) CONSERVATION CORRIDOR PLAN; PLAN.—The terms “con-
servation corridor plan” and “plan” mean a conservation cor-
ridor plan required to be submitted and approved as a condi-
tion for participation in the demonstration program.

2507-1 Beginning quotation marks at the beginning of each subsec. and para. in the origi-
nal sec. were struck to effectuate the probable intent of Congress.
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(4) SECRETARY.—The term “Secretary” means the Secretary
of Agriculture.
SEC. 2602. [16 U.S.C. 3801 note] CONSERVATION CORRIDOR DEM-
ONSTRATION PROGRAM.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary shall carry out a dem-
onstration program, to be known as the “Conservation Corridor
Demonstration Program”, under which any of the States of Dela-
ware, Maryland, and Virginia, a local government of any 1 of those
States with jurisdiction over land on the Delmarva Peninsula, or a
combination of those States, may submit a conservation corridor
plan to integrate agriculture and forestry conservation programs of
the Department of Agriculture with State and local efforts to ad-
dress farm conservation needs.

(b) SUBMISSION OF CONSERVATION CORRIDOR PLAN.—

(1) SUBMISSION AND PROPOSAL.—To be eligible to partici-
pate in the demonstration program, a State, local government,
or combination of States referred to in subsection (a) shall—

(A) submit to the Secretary a conservation corridor
plan that—

(i) proposes specific criteria and commitment of re-
sources in the geographic region designated in the
plan; and

(i1) describes how the linkage of Federal, State,
and local resources will improve—

(I) the economic viability of agriculture; and
(II) the environmental integrity of the water-
sheds in the Delmarva Peninsula; and
(B) demonstrate to the Secretary that, in developing
the plan, the State, local government, or combination of

States has solicited and taken into account the views of

local residents.

(2) DRAFT MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT.—If the conserva-
tion corridor plan is submitted by more than 1 State, the plan
shall provide a draft memorandum of agreement among entities
in each submitting State.

(c) REVIEW OF PLAN.—Not later than 90 days after the date of
receipt of a conservation corridor plan, the Secretary—

(1) shall review the plan; and

(2) may approve the plan for implementation under this
subtitle if the Secretary determines that the plan meets the re-
quirements specified in subsection (d).

(d) CRITERIA FOR APPROVAL.—The Secretary may approve a
conservation corridor plan only if, as determined by the Secretary,
the plan provides for each of the following:

(1) VOLUNTARY ACTIONS.—Actions taken under the plan—

(A) are voluntary;

(B) require the consent of willing landowners; and

(C) provide a mechanism by which the landowner may
withdraw such consent without adverse consequences other
than the loss of any payments to the landowner condi-
tioned on continued enrollment of the land.

(2) LAND OF HIGH CONSERVATION VALUE.—Criteria specified
in the plan ensure that land enrolled in each conservation pro-
gram incorporated through the plan are of exceptionally high

conservation value, as determined by the Secretary.
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(3) NO EFFECT ON UNENROLLED LAND.—The enrollment of
land in a conservation program incorporated through the plan
will neither—

(A) adversely affect any adjacent land not so enrolled;
nor
(B) create any buffer zone on such unenrolled land.

(4) GREATER BENEFITS.—The conservation programs incor-
porated through the plan provide benefits greater than the ben-
efits that would likely be achieved through individual applica-
tion of the conservation programs.

(5) SUFFICIENT STAFFING.—Staffing, considering both Fed-
eral and non-Federal resources, is sufficient to ensure success
of the plan.

SEC. 2603. [16 U.S.C. 3801 note] IMPLEMENTATION OF CONSERVA-
TION CORRIDOR PLAN.

(a) MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT.—On approval of a conserva-
tion corridor plan, the Secretary may enter into a memorandum of
agreement with the State, local government, or combination of
States that submitted the plan to—

(1) guarantee specific program resources for implementa-
tion of the plan;

(2) establish various compensation rates to the extent that
the parties to the agreement consider justified; and

(3) provide streamlined and integrated paperwork require-
ments.

(b) CONTINUED COMPLIANCE WITH PLAN APPROVAL CRITERIA.—
The Secretary shall terminate the memorandum of agreement en-
tered into under subsection (a) with respect to an approved con-
servation corridor plan and cease the provision of resources for im-
plementation of the plan if the Secretary determines that, in the
implementation of the plan—

(1) the State, local government, or combination of States
that submitted the plan has deviated from—

(A) the plan;

(B) the criteria specified in section 2602(d) on which
approval of the plan was conditioned; or

(C) the cost-sharing requirements of section 2604(a) or
any other condition of the plan; or

(2) the economic viability of agriculture in the geographic
region designated in the plan is being hindered.

(c) PROGRESS REPORT.—At the end of the 3-year period that be-
gins on the date on which funds are first provided with respect to
a conservation corridor plan under the demonstration program, the
State, local government, or combination of States that submitted
the plan shall submit to the Secretary—

(1) a report on the effectiveness of the activities carried out
under the plan; and

(2) an evaluation of the economic viability of agriculture in
the geographic region designated in the plan.

(d) DURATION.—The demonstration program shall be carried
out for not less than 3 nor more than 5 years beginning on the date
on which funds are first provided under the demonstration pro-
gram.

SEC. 2604. [16 U.S.C. 3801 note] FUNDING REQUIREMENTS.
(a) COST SHARING.—
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(1) REQUIRED NON-FEDERAL SHARE.—Subject to paragraph
(2), as a condition on the approval of a conservation corridor
plan, the Secretary shall require the State and local partici-
pants to contribute financial resources sufficient to cover at
least 50 percent of the total cost of the activities carried out
under the plan.

(2) EXCEPTION.—The Secretary may reduce the cost-shar-
ing requirement in the case of a specific project or activity
under the demonstration program on good cause and on dem-
onstration that the project or activity is likely to achieve ex-
traordinary natural resource benefits.

(b) RESERVATION OF FUNDS.—The Secretary may consider di-
recting funds on a priority basis to the demonstration program and
to projects in areas identified by the plan.

(¢c) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—There are authorized
to be appropriated such sums as are necessary to carry out this
subtitle for each of fiscal years 2002 through 2007.

Subtitle H—Funding and
Administration

* * * * * * *

SEC. 2702. [16 U.S.C. 3801 note] REGULATIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Except as otherwise provided in this title or
an amendment made by this title, not later than 90 days after the
date of enactment of this Act, the Secretary of Agriculture, in con-
sultation with the Commodity Credit Corporation, shall promulgate
such regulations as are necessary to implement this title.

(b) APPLICABLE AUTHORITY.—The promulgation of regulations
under subsection (a) and administration of this title—

(1) shall—2702-1

(A) be carried out without regard to2702-2 chapter 35 of
title 44, United States Code (commonly known as the Pa-
perwork Reduction Act); and

(B) the Statement of Policy of the Secretary of Agri-
culture effective July 24, 1971 (36 Fed. Reg. 13804) relat-
ing to notices of proposed rulemaking and public participa-
tion in rulemaking; and
(2) may—

(A) be promulgated with an opportunity for notice and
comment; or

(B) if determined to be appropriate by the Secretary of
Agriculture or the Commodity Credit Corporation, as an in-
terim rule effective on publication with an opportunity for
notice and comment.

(c) CONGRESSIONAL REVIEW OF AGENCY RULEMAKING.—In car-
rying out this section, the Secretary shall use the authority pro-
vided under section 808(2) of title 5, United States Code.

2702-1S0 in original. Probably should insert “be carried out without regard to” after
“shall”.
2702-2So in original. Probably should strike “be carried out without regard to”.
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TITLE X—MISCELLANEOUS
Subtitle G—Specialty Crops

SEC. 10608. [16 U.S.C. 3801 note] CRANBERRY ACREAGE RESERVE
PROGRAM.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) ELIGIBLE AREA.—The term “eligible area” means a wet-
land or buffer strip adjacent to a wetland that, as determined
by the Secretary—

(A)3) is used, and has a history of being used, for the
cultivation of cranberries; or

(i1) is an integral component of a cranberry-growing op-
eration;

(B) is located in an environmentally sensitive area.

(2) SECRETARY.—The term “Secretary” means the Secretary
of Agriculture.

(b) PROGRAM.—The Secretary shall establish a program to pur-
chase permanent easements in eligible areas from willing sellers.

(c) PURCHASE PRICE.—The Secretary shall ensure, to the max-
imum extent practicable, that each easement purchased under this
section is for an amount that appropriately reflects the range of val-
ues for agricultural and nonagricultural land in the region in which
the eligible area subject to the easement is located (including
whether that land is located in 1 or more environmentally sensitive
areas, as determined by the Secretary).

(d) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—There is authorized to
be appropriated to carry out this section $10,000,000.
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